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President’s Message:
The Value of Research
When I left to attend the Summer
Conference on June 7, 2013, I was the First
Vice President of the SGAA — when I
returned a week later, I was the SGAA
President.
Of all the duties I would be
faced with as the President, there
was one that I dreaded, that of
writing a President’s Message for
The Stained Glass Quarterly for
the next eight issues. I had heard
many people say that they never
read that page in the magazine, so
what would I possibly be able to
say that would get people to read it,
and — if they did read it — would
the message have any positive impact
for the reader or for the image of the
magazine?
Through the summer months, I created
the beginnings of several messages, never to
finish one of them. Try as I might, I was unable to
create the inspirational message for which I was looking. So I decided to look back through history to see
what others had written and what the Presidents of
the SGAA from the very beginning had done. Now
that was inspirational! (It was to me anyway, and, I
was hoping to many of you.)
I created the Past Presidents Page – Honoring
the Past (see facing page), hoping that readers and
members would enjoy knowing more about the past
leaders of our organization. I had no idea how much
I would learn and what I would personally gain from
the experience of researching, studying, and reading
about all of the SGAA Presidents who came before
me — and I’ve only researched 14 of them so far.
Preparing for this issue alone, I learned that, in
addition to A. H. Rossbach, there was a Charles D.
Rossbach (not sure if he was related,) who was the
President of Rossbach & Sons Architectural
Metalworks, founded in 1882. Rossbach & Sons, Inc.
was a manufacturer of ventilators and casements for
church windows, and Charles Rossbach was once a
member of the Stained Glass Association of America.
My husband, Fred, had always called the old
bronze latches from steel ventilators “Rossbach latches.” When I asked him what he knew about Rossbach

and why he called the latches this name, he
opened his desk drawer and pulled out an old
bronze latch that was stamped with the
name “Rossbach and Son, Inc.” (And I
had always thought Fred had just
made up that name — who knew?)
I also discovered the origin of
the “Swinton Clip.” Years ago, my
husband and I had learned of a
bar-end clip that could be used
for installing reinforcing bars into
aluminum frames. We were told
that these were called “Swinton
Clips.” We had no idea who or
what Swinton was. Now I know: in
the April 1926 issue of The Bulletin
of the Stained Glass Association of
America (an early title of what today is
The Stained Glass Quarterly,) there is an
advertisement for a “Dalite Clip” manufactured by Dalite Clip Works in Toledo, Ohio. In
the “Reliable Sources of Supply” listing on Page 3,
the Dalite Clip is listed as being available from
Swinton Art Glass Works.
Desperate to find more information about A. H.
Rossbach — I couldn’t find anything on my own —
I turned to Katei Gross for help. The only reference
she could find was a conference lecture transcript
called Old and New Leads that was printed in the
June 1925, issue of The Bulletin. Mr. Rossbach was
one of the attendees at this lecture, and his name is
listed a few times in the Q & A portion of the transcript. This lecture is very interesting and will likely
be part of a future article for The Stained Glass
Quarterly.
Needless to say, I am enjoying this project to no
end and looking forward to working on the next
issues. I no longer dread writing a President’s
Message, because, with the help of those who came
before me, I am able to provide readers with some
historical information, as well as honor our past
SGAA Presidents.

Susan Shea
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